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Reference Aides

AMPW - "Armies of the Macedonian and Punic Wars"

AEIR - "The Armies and Enemies of Imperial Rome".

======================================================

Cavalry
Companians/Guards (Kn): Long spear, sword worn over the right shoulder. Muscled iron cuirass with metal (iron) pteruges, laminated tubular arm armor (iron) extending to the wrists,  helmet (iron) with metal mask in the form of a bearded face (the helmet could also have hair carved on to its top). The  helmet could be crested with a tuft of black (probably) hair. Leather gauntlets could be worn over hands. Wore boots (over the ankles) in brown leather. Tunic was either red, red-brown or white. Cloaks were also worn in purple with gold embroidery. Bridles were brown leather decorated with gold or silver fittings. The horse was armored at the chest and the head. Its head was protected by a bronze forehead piece (a chamron), topped by a traverse crest of feathers (black/white?). The chest armor is a small poitrail of embossed bronze or leather with tassels at its base (black?). The horse cloth might be red or browns. See page 118-119 of AMPW.

Cataphracts/Line Cavalry (Kn): Long spear, sword worn over the right shoulder. Muscled iron cuirass with metal (iron) pteruges, laminated tubular arm and leg armor (iron) covering the feet but not the hands, helmet (iron) with metal mask in the form of a bearded face (the helmet could also have hair carved on to its top). The  helmet could be crested with a tuft of black (?) hair. Leather gauntlets could be worn over hands. Horse was draped in full iron armor (see page 138-139 plate 140 of AEIR) with a brown leather strap running along the spine. Belting, bridle and straps would be brown leather decorated with bronze or silver fittings. The sword sheath and belt could have iron or bronze fittings as designs.

Agema/Guards (Kn): This unit was made up of the Medes and their neighbors.
Skythians (LH): Bows
Tarantines (LH): 

Galatians (Cv): 
Infantry

Argyraspids/Peltasts (Guard inf. - Pk): Pike (iron tip and butspike),  round bronze shield painted on front, leather corselet with pturges, sword hung over right shoulder on a brown leather sheath (perhaps with bronze fittings). Shields were most likely either partly or wholly silver faced (instead of all bronze) with various designs carved on to the face (not painted). The leather corselet was most likely painted white, or left an unpainted brown,  perhaps decorated with red and or black. The shoulder flaps (the yoke) could be edged in another color, or itself be a darker color. Clothing would be more in Macedonian fashion as opposed to the typical asiatic style which was common dress amongst phalanx troops. Thus they probably wore short sleeved tunics to above the knees. Tunics were probably red, although other colors may have been worn as well (red-brown, or blue were common colors at the time). Bare legs with a grieve on each,  full crests on their bronze attic or Macedonian helmets. Some may wear a non-crested helmet as well (such as the thracian type helmet). Footwear was brown leather Macedonian shoes (went up over ankle, like a short boot), or perhaps sandals. All leather straps would be brown in color.

Phalanx (Pk): Pike (iron tip and butspike), round bronze shield painted on front,  leather corselet with pturges, sword hung over right shoulder on a brown leather sheath (perhaps with bronze fittings). Shields were polished bronze with various painted designs on the face (common colors being red, white, green, blue, and orange). See page 113 of AMPW for various shield designs. The leather corselet was most likely painted white, perhaps decorated with red and or black. The shoulder flaps (the yoke) could be edged in another color, or itself be a darker color. Tunics were probably red, although other colors may have been worn as well (red-brown, or blue were common colors at the time). Typically dressed in asiatic style:  pants common, as was a long/short sleeved shirt. Common headgear was thracian, attic,  or Macedonian bronze helmets. The attic and Macedonian helmets could be crested. Footwear was brown leather Macedonian shoes (went up over ankle, like a short boot), or perhaps sandals. All leather straps would be brown in color.

Romanized Argyaspids 

(Imitation Legionaries Guard inf. - Bd): As for Roman legionaries with mail shirt,  two grieves, Scutum, gladius, and pilum. They maintained wearing their original style bronze helmets which was the thracian, attic,  or Macedonian helmet. The attic and Macedonian helmets could be crested. Footwear was brown leather Macedonian shoes (went up over ankle, like a short boot), or perhaps sandals. Shield was probably painted on the front in various colors,  with a central iron/bronze plate. Otherwise paint up as earlier Argyaspids.

Thureophoroi (Aux): Long spear, sword hung over right shoulder. Also are seen carrying 2 or more javelins, although not all the time. Carried an oval thureos (shield) like those carried by Galatians, or Roman legionaries,  painted plain white or another  pale color with no design on the front. A piece of bronze or iron covered the central front of the shield. Wore a bronze helmet, sometimes with a red crest. Bare legs, Macedonian shoes (went up over ankle, like a short boot), and tunic extending to just above the knee, short sleeved, sometimes embroidered on the neck and sleeves. Cloaks were sometimes worn. Tunics and cloaks were commonly white, red-brown, rose, blue, and ochre. Some units could be uniformed (same colored clothing, etc). All leather straps would be brown in color.

Thorakitai (Aux): Long spear, sword hung over right shoulder. Also are seen carrying 2 or more javelins, although not all the time. Carried an oval thureos (shield) like those carried by Galatians, or Roman legionaries,  painted plain white or another  pale color with no design on the front. A piece of bronze or iron covered the central front of the shield. Wore a bronze helmet in Macedonian design, with or without cheek pieces, probably with a crest (red crest most likely), sometimes with a red crest. Bare legs, Macedonian shoes, and tunic extending to just above the knee, short sleeved, perhaps sometimes embroidered on the neck and sleeves as for Thureophoroi. Wore a short mail shirt (without shoulder flaps). Tunics may commonly be in white, red-brown, rose, blue, and ochre (as was common amongst Thureophoroi). Some units could be uniformed (same colored clothing, etc), again as for the thureophoroi. All leather straps would be brown in color.

Galatians (Wb): Long swords hung from a leather or iron sheath on the waist by chain or leather belt, oval/rectangle scutum shield, and perhaps with one or two spears as well.  The shield would have an iron/bronze boss plate at it front center. The shield was often red or blue, although other colors were known, such as dark green. Would often fight naked. Some would be bare-chested, and with pants. Some might have pants and a long sleeved tunic. The pants might extend only to just below the knees, or all the way to the ankle where they would be tied with leather strings. Pants might be baggy or tight. Hair might be stiffened with lime to make it stand up. Long flowing mustaches were common, and a few might also have a short beard. Hair colors were often blonde, or red, and browns. Might also wear a cloak. All clothing  was of un-dyed wool (various shades of brown), could be checkered, or striped, and some might be brightly colored:  purple, scarlet, brown were common. Footwear would be brown leather shoes, if worn at all. Bronze, gold, silver torc and armlets would often be worn as well. Might wear a bronze or iron  helmet, perhaps with a hair crest (black most common). 

Thracians (Aux):

Levies (Hd):

Cretans (Ps): These were hired mercenaries. Were armed with bows, although some might carry javelins. Wore a red tunic. Might also carry a bronze shield (colored brass on front). Footwear would be a leather shoe or sandal. Belts/straps would probably be of brown leather.
Asiatic Archers/slingers (Bw or Ps): Bows with a quiver hung on wait. Might instead be armed with javelins. Might also wear sword (either at waist or hung over a shoulder in a bauldric). Some were armed and fought with a spear. The poorer troops would typically wear a short sleeveless tunic tied at the waist by rope or leather. The tunic would probably be in simple colors like various shades of brown, tan, and white, and perhaps grey. The more wealthy troops would dress likewise except tunic could have short sleeves and be hemmed at the knee. A cape might also be worn by either type. Footwear (if any) would be leather sandals. Might wear a leather or cloth strand around their heads to hold their hair in place. Dark hair often with beard and mustache. Skin would be dark tan . See page 122 (plates 58-59) of AMPW. 

Kappadokian Hillmen (Aux or Ps): 

Other

Generals/Officers: Iron or bronze plate cuirass,  or plate corselet (with leather shoulder flaps), both with pturges (could be painted in some other color, like red),  crested iron or bronze helmet, waist sash (red?), short boots, and cloak (purple for rulers and kings was most common). The helmet could have iron cheek pieces with a bronze helmet. The helmet could have three trailing crests, the central one is red-orange, the two side ones white. Shield and sword were common armament for generals. A tunic was worn, probably red (perhaps other colors such as blue or red-brown).

Musicians: Would use a brass trumpet. Would wear a cloak, short sleeved tunic tied at waist (leather strand), and short boots (brown leather). Tunics were probably red, although other colors may have been worn as well (red-brown, or blue were common colors at the time).
Elephants (El): Small African types were most common - these being brown to grayish-brown in color. Had a large wooden tower on its back which held 3-4 men armed with either bow or sarissa (long spear). The tower sat on a large red cloth draped over the elephant (which hid any ropes holding the tower aloft). The tower would have shields hung over the sides (one for each crewmen?). The elephants legs were protected by leather hoops around all four legs. The chest was protected by a large cuirass of scale mail (iron). A metal head piece (bronze?)  protects the forehead of the beast, perhaps topped by a crown of feathers, as for companian cavalry. A large (iron/bronze?) bell was around the neck. Tusks were reinforced with iron on the tips. The driver would most likely be unarmored. The crew would be dressed as for phalanx troops but armed with bow or long spear.

Bedouin/Arab Camelry (LH or Cm): Bow with a quiver hung at the waist, and a very long sword. Would dress in a dyed  tunic (probably in simple colors like various shades of brown, tan, and white, and perhaps grey) with short sleeves or without and hemmed at the knee. A cape might also be worn. Footwear (if any) would be leather sandals. Might wear a leather or cloth strand around their heads to hold their hair in place. Often with beard and mustache. The rider would sit on a checkered cloth draped over the camel. They used a stick along with a rope coiled around the camels throat to control the beast instead of a leather bridle. Dark hair often with beard and mustache. Skin would be dark tan . See page 122 of AMPW, plate 59.
Scythed Chariots (SCh): See pages 177-178, plate 176 in AMPW.  The wood would be a greyish-brown, with bands of red ornamentation, edged in white. The horses would be armored with headpiece (iron),  poitrail (chest armor) in iron, and a large saddle blanket of leather or cloth (red?). The headpiece was topped by a tufted of hair (black?). Collar and leather straps would be red, perhaps with white decorations to match the chariot body. The single crewmen was dressed similar to a Companian cavalryman except would wear a normal bronze helmet (ie, without the face mask) and might wear pant under tunic. The cuirass might be scale. Clothing colors as for phalanx inf.

Bolt Shooters (Art):

