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FMA - "French Medieval Armies" (Osprey MMA #231)

AASW - "Arthur and the Anglo-Saxon Wars" (Osprey MAA  #154)

EMK - "English Medieval Knight" (Osprey Warrior 

# 48)

Introduction to the Guide

Ever been frustrated at having to search through all your research books and articles, just to find some small detail about a troop type? Ever wish you could find the time to put all these details in one place, with lots of references to various color plates and such? Well this is what this series of 'painting guides' is all about. 

This painting guide, like all the others in the series,  is designed to organize into one central place all the various pertinent battledress details taken from various sources (some of which are listed above under "Visual Aides". Each guide in this series reflects my research and how I paint up my armies. 

I hope you enjoy this guide as much as I do. You should at the least find these guides a starting point to centralizing your own painting resources; I have done most of the work for you!  And like all my other guides it is a constant work in progress; I intend to fully update these guides as I learn new details about each army.

As always feel free to send me feedback about this painting guide. I am always in search of new details. Did I get a color wrong? Did I miss a troop type? Am I way off on something? Is my effort a waste of time? Have some information on a troop type I didn't cover? Please let me know.

--Kurt

sheol@epix.net
Common Dress and Equipment
Units in this era did not normally have any set uniforms, or uniform colors. However, it is possible that some troops of the more wealthy nobles, mercenaries, and cities did have the same color clothing articles (surcoats, tunics, etc), so it is not entirely out of the question that some troops had a more 'uniform' appearance in terms of color. Often, even in the same unit armor and clothing would vary (unless noted otherwise in the troop descriptions below). In general,  troops would wear what they wanted, or could afford. Wealthy troops might wear better armor than the poorer troops. Foot troops tended to steal articles of armor from the dead after a battle. However, remember that missile troops (archers and crossbowmen) tended to avoid cumbersome armor so they could move freely, as befits their style of fighting. The details below are guidelines at best.

It should be noted that, in general, the use of swords was pretty much limited to knights, nobles (including Welsh cav), and sergeants, being mainly as a sign of their station. However, other troop types might be found armed with sword as well, even though not mentioned in the troop descriptions below, but this was normally the exception and not the rule. Welsh foot troops were particularly lacking in swords.

I will not go into any detail regarding the coats of arms of various knights. These details can be found elsewhere. See the various 'visual aides' below for example coats of arms and color combinations.
Unless otherwise stated below, common dress for all troops was a long or short sleeved cloth tunic extending to mid thigh or sometimes below the knee, over a long sleeved cloth shirt. Foot troops might wear a cloth hood extending over both shoulders might also be worn over the tunic. Cloth hose were also worn - which might be rolled down to the lower calves in hot weather, revealing white linen undergarments extending to the knee - common practice among foot troops. A cloth arming cap (white,  grey,  or brown cloth most common), sometimes shaped into crown at the top, would also be worn, covering the ears and tied at the chin. This would not be seen unless the coif and helmet were off. See plates B and G of EMK for example clothing.

Common cloth colors were red, green, blue, yellow, white, and browns. The different clothing articles were often worn in different color/shade patterns. Pennons, banners, painted shields, helmets, etc  would often be in red, green, blue, yellow, white. Many other cloth and equipment colors were possible, so don't feel restricted.

Common footwear for all troops was a black or brown leather shoe, or ankle high boot. Some more wealthy troops might wear footwear in other cloth colors. Belting would be in black, tan,  or brown colors, with iron or brass fittings, if any. Wealthy troops (mercs, knights, etc) might have painted leather belting, perhaps with designs. Bags, pouches, etc in natural cloth or brown or tan leathers.
Cavalry

Knights (Kn): These represent noble, and the more wealthy, knights. It includes not only English but also foreign mercenaries and adventurers such as from France, Brabant, and Flanders. 

Wore an iron spur on each foot, held in place by brown leather strap. Belting and scabbards were often painted in various colors with lots of designs. 

Would carry a lance (black or brown, wooden spear), sword (iron or brass hilt - on waist belt) or falchion, short-hafted axe, and/or mace (all iron or with wooden haft), or in some cases a wooden hafted two-handed glaive. A dagger might also be carried. Hilts and fittings were iron or brass on color.

Armor was a chain mail hauberk extending to the mid thigh or knee, and had mittens covering the hands. Scale hauberks were not unknown in this era and instead be worn, although not as common as chain. From 1250 mittens might instead be fingered gloves (although not as popular). The hauberk was often tied with brown leather straps at the wrist, and elbows. Under this was normally worn a linen, wool, or leather quilted gambeson / akheton (would often be tan, or brown, but could also be any other common cloth color) which might normally only be seen under the  mail hauberk at the lower legs, if seen at all. Some knights might also wear over the chain mail  hardened leather back and breast plates. Over all this armor was often worn a cloth sleeveless surcoat extending to the knee or lower. The surcoat was normally split in front and back from the waist down, and may be open in the front. A waist belt was worn over this. The legs and feet were protected by chain mail (Chausses), often tied at the knees with a brown leather straps. From about 1220 on, over this covering the thighs and knees would be worn padded armor (browns, tan or other cloth color) known as cuisses on each thigh. Also from about 1220 on (and increasing in popularity from 1250 on) might be worn iron (sometimes painted brass) or hard leather knee guards (poleyns) which would be sewed on to the cuisses. In similar fashion elbow guards (couter) might also be worn, mainly in the latter part of the era. Shoulder plates (ailettes) made of leather might be worn from 1270 on. The front of the shins might have been protected by hard leather (brown) greaves schynbalds) from about 1250 and after, although this was not very common in this era.  

The head was protected by a chain mail coif that was part of the mail hauberk, tied on the side or at the back. It would have a leather strap woven on to its crown, often colored in various designs besides plain brown leather. From about 1275 a separate mail coif might be worn instead, worn over or under the surcoat. Over this would normally be worn a polished  iron barrel-helm (most common from 1230-1290) covering the whole head, with some helms bending inward at the lower chin area to protect the neck. A sugar-loaf style helm was common after this date (a tighter fit helm - see FMA plate G1). Either helm would perhaps have brass colored reinforcements around the eyes and mouth area. Some helms might be painted. Kettle helms were also popular throughout the period. Old style helm (1230 and before) were brimless caps with nasal, or  face guards in various styles. See EMK for helmet pictures. Various sized kite shield, and late in period heater shield,  were also carried. 

Would carry a heater type shield (flat-topped) of various sizes, with painted face. Some might still carry a kite shield instead (round-topped), although this would not have been common. The shield was held to the body with brown/black leather straps. 

The horse was covered with a cloth trapper covering the front (over the head - sometimes covering the ears) and rear (often covering tail) of the horse. The horses head might be cover with a plate/shaffron (leather) painted in some color with decorations, and might also have a head piece (fan or some other heraldic device—probably more common at tournaments than on the battlefield). See EMK plate C1.  Some (few?) trappers were of chain mail. Many of the cloth trappers might also conceal leather or mail; we don’t really know. Saddle, saddle cloth, and horse fittings would normally be either plain leather brown or painted leather (in common cloth colors), bridle with iron or brass fittings. See EMK plate C for many examples of horse furniture.

The shield -face, ailettes, and horse trapper (and sometimes the sword belt) normally carried the knights coat-of-arms, or just a solid color as is often seen an the surcoat. The cloth surcoat was in multi or a single solid color, or had the coat of arms designed on it. The inside of the surcoat was often a different color from the outside. The lance might also have a pennoncelle 12-18" long with 1-3 tails (taking up half the length), or possibly a stiffened rectangle, long side against the lance, with his coat-of-arms, or some other color design. Note that these are smaller versions of the banner and pennon (carried by higher ranking knights in the army - see below). 

Sergeants (Kn) / Marcher Muntatores (Cv): This also includes a knights men-at -arms as well as those poorer equipped non noble knights who would often lack full knightly equipment.

Wore an iron spur on each foot, held in place by brown leather strap. Belting and scabbards were often simple plain black, tan,  or brown colors with little or no design. Iron or brass fittings, if any. 

Would carry a lance (black or brown wooden spear), sword (iron or brass hilt - on waist belt) or falchion, short-hafted axe, and/or mace (all iron or with wooden haft), or in some cases a wooden hafted two-handed glaive. A dagger might also be carried. Hilts and fittings were iron or brass on color.

Armor was normally a chain mail hauberk extending to the mid thigh or knee, and may have mittens covering the hands. Scale hauberks were not unknown in this era and instead be worn,  although not as common as chain. An older style hauberk is also possible, with no mittens or short sleeved. The hauberk was often tied with brown leather straps at the wrist (if mittened), and elbows. Under this was normally worn a linen, wool, or leather quilted gambeson / akheton (would often be tan, or brown, but could also be any other common cloth color) which might normally only be seen under the  mail hauberk at the lower legs, if seen at all. Poorer sergeants / muntatores might only wear a gambason instead of a mail hauberk. Over all this armor might be worn a cloth sleeveless surcoat extending to the knee or lower. The surcoat (if present) would normally be split in front and back from the waist down, and may be open in the front. A waist belt was worn over this. Other knightly armor might have been worn but this would have to be rare.

The head was protected by a chain mail coif that was part of the mail hauberk, tied on the side or at the back. It would have a leather strap woven on to its crown, often colored in various designs besides plain brown leather. From about 1275 a separate mail coif might be worn instead, worn over or under the surcoat. Some might not wear a mail coif, but just their arming cap. A helmet might be worn, either iron kettle helm (perhaps painted) or a brimless round skull-cap, with or without nasal guard,  worn over the cloth arming cap/coif. See EMK for examples of these helmets.

Except for Muntatores (who would be shieldless), would carry a heater type shield (flat-topped) of various sizes, with painted face. Some might still carry a kite shield instead (round-topped), although this would not have been common. The shield was held to the body with brown/black leather straps. 

Saddle, saddle cloth, and horse fittings would normally be either plain leather/cloth brown or painted leather (see common cloth colors), bridle with iron or brass fittings. See AASW plate H3 for example Muntatore and unarmored horse.

The shield -face (and sometimes the sword belt) normally carried the knights coat-of-arms, or just a solid color as is often seen an the surcoat. The cloth surcoat was in multi or a single solid color, or had the coat of arms designed on it. The inside of the surcoat was often be a different color from the outside. The lance might also have a pennoncelle 12-18" long with 1-3 tails (taking up half the length), or possibly a stiffened rectangle, long side against the lance, with his coat-of-arms, or some other color design. 

Welsh Mercenary (Cv): A wool cloth cloak was normally worn over the tunic and any armor worn. This cloak might be Plaid or in some other common cloth color. 

Hair was kept short. No facial hair except a flowing mustache, or none at all.

Would carry a lance (black or brown, but was often in some bright color - red, yellow, or green - wooden spear), sword (iron or often brass/gold hilt - on waist belt), short-hafted axe, and/or mace (all iron or with wooden haft). A dagger was also normally carried. Hilts and fittings were iron or often brass/gold on color.

Armor was normally a chain or scale mail hauberk extending to just below the waist or to mid thigh or knee, and may have mittens covering the hands. An older style hauberk is also possible, with no mittens or short sleeved. The hauberk was often tied with brown leather straps at the wrist (if mittened), and elbows. Under this was normally worn a linen, wool, or leather quilted gambeson / akheton (would often be tan, or brown, but could also be any other common cloth color) which might normally only be seen under the  mail hauberk at the lower legs, if seen at all. Poorer troops might only wear a gambason instead of a mail hauberk. Over all this armor might be worn a cloth sleeveless surcoat extending to the knee or lower. The surcoat (if present) would normally be split in front and back from the waist down, and may be open in the front. A waist belt was worn over this. Other knightly armor might have been worn. Might wear leg armor as for English knights (see above).

The head was protected by a chain mail coif that was part of the mail hauberk, tied on the side or at the back. It would have a leather strap woven on to its crown, often colored in various designs besides plain brown leather. From about 1275 a separate mail coif might be worn instead, worn over or under the surcoat. A helmet would be worn, either iron kettle helm (perhaps painted) or a brimless round skull-cap, with or without nasal guard,  or a knightly great helm. See EMK for examples of these helmets.

Would carry a heater type shield (flat-topped) of various sizes, with painted face. Some might still carry a kite shield instead (round-topped), although this would not have been common. The shield was held to the body with brown/black leather straps. 

The horse might be  covered with a cloth trapper, over the front (over the head) and rear (often covering tail) of the horse in knightly fashion. See EMK plate C1.  Some (few?) trappers were of chain mail. Many of the cloth trappers might also conceal leather or mail; we don’t really know. Saddle, saddle cloth, and horse fittings would normally be either plain leather brown or painted leather (in common cloth colors), bridle with iron or brass fittings. See EMK plate C for many examples of horse furniture.

The shield -face (and sometimes the sword belt) normally carried the knights coat-of-arms, or just a solid color as is often seen an the surcoat. The cloth surcoat was in multi or a single solid color, or had the coat of arms designed on it. The inside of the surcoat was often be a different color from the outside. The lance might also have a pennoncelle 12-18" long with 1-3 tails (taking up half the length), or possibly a stiffened rectangle, long side against the lance, with his coat-of-arms, or some other color design. 

See SWW plate A2 for example of a less knightly appearing warrior.
Infantry

City Militia / Marcher (Sp): The city militia, unlike the levy, were - more or less - regular troops drawn from the bigger or wealthier cities. Weapons were spear (various lengths) or glaive. A dagger or large knife was a common back up weapon. Might also carry an axe or mace.

Armor (normally worn over any tunic) was either non existent or (for the more wealthy, or veterans) could be a number of types and combinations. A linen, wool, or leather quilted gambeson (would often be tan, or brown, but could also be any other common cloth color) with or without sleeves (short or long) was the most common armor. A short sleeved or sleeveless scale mail hauberk might be worn (sometimes over a gambeson). Instead of scale mail, a chain mail hauberk might be worn (again perhaps over a gambeson - it was common practice to do so to prevent broken mail rings from penetrating the skin). The chain mail hauberk was normally short or long sleeved ending at the wrist. Some troops might wear a second gambeson over top another gambeson, or their mail, or wear a combination of chain and scale mail. A cloth surcoat (sleeveless, extending to the knee) might also be worn over armor (if any), split in front and back.

Would normally carry heater shield (various sizes) with painted face in common cloth colors. Most often the face would be in a simple two color pattern,  and might also have a simple device of some sort painted on the front of this. Most would probably have no device. Troops from bigger cities, or representing more regular troops (such as mercs, etc.) might all have the same color combinations and device on their shields. Again this must be rare overall, however.

Head protection would be iron kettle helm (perhaps painted), or a brimless round skull-cap, with or without nasal guard,  worn over the cloth arming cap. A chain mail coif might also be worn. See SWW plates F1 and H1, MEA plate D1, EMK E3 and 6 for example helmets).

Marchers were mostly English, with loyal welsh and other nationalities mixed in. They were more likely to be well armored with chain mail and helmets, etc.
Spearmen (Hd): These are general levy/shire troops. Armed and equipped as for city militia, except of a lesser quality, and as noted below.

Most would be unarmored, save for a few more lucky individuals who managed to pick up some protection off the battlefield including chain mail, gambeson, and (more likely) shields and helmets. See other troop types for these armor descriptions.
Archers (Bw): These troops would be dressed and equipped just like city militia except as noted below.

Instead of spear, carried a bow (painted brown). The quiver would be carried on the waist belt or around the shoulder in a brown, grey or tan color. 

Slingers (Ps): Weapon would be sling (or wooden staff-sling). The stone ammo pouch might be strapped on the chest in a brown leather pouch. A dagger or large knife was a common back up weapon. Might also carry an axe or mace.

Slingers would not normally wear any armor, although a few individuals might pick up some armor off the battlefield, so not entirely out of the question. 

See plate 7 MMD, and page 4 of MEA  for examples.

North Welsh Spearmen (Ax): Wore a long or short sleeved cloth tunic extending to mid thigh or to the knee (which was often red in color). A wool cloth (perhaps animal skins for poorer warriors) cloak was normally worn over the tunic. Cloth hose were also worn, and some may wear none at all. Common cloth colors were: red, green, blue, yellow, white, browns,  and grey. Many other colors are possible. Plaid cloak is also possible. The different clothing articles were often worn in different color/shade patterns. 

Hair was kept short. No facial hair except a flowing mustache, or none at all.

Common footwear was worn, except some might go barefoot instead. Some might have one foot bare and the other with a shoe. 

Weapons were 1-2 long spears. A dagger or large knife was a common back up weapon. Might also carry an axe or mace.

Armor was either not worn or was made up of a leather or scale mail corselet and /or large round or oval shield with cowhide or painted front (cloth colors), perhaps with Celtic designs drawn on in contrasting colors. Might have iron brim and hub.

See SWW plate A2, and page 7 (welsh archer) for example dress style.

Welsh Javelinmen (Ps): Unless noted otherwise these troops are the same in appearance as North Welsh Spearmen.

Instead of spear as a main weapon, carried javelin(s). 

Would not wear any armor except might carry a  round/oval shield with cowhide or painted front (cloth colors), perhaps with Celtic designs drawn on in contrasting colors. 

Might have a helmet (brimless iron skull cap most common?).

Welsh Archer (Bw): Unless noted otherwise these troops are the same in appearance as North Welsh Spearmen.

Carried long bow (painted brown). The quiver would be carried on the waist belt or around the shoulder in a brown, grey or tan color. A dagger or large knife was a common back up weapon. Might also carry an axe or mace.

Would not wear any armor except might carry a  round/oval shield with cowhide or painted front (cloth colors), perhaps with Celtic designs drawn on in contrasting colors.  (see AASW plate H2).

Might have a helmet (brimless iron skull cap most common?).

Flemish Merc Spearmen (Pk): These were well equipped troops, and also includes Brabancon mercenary spearmen. They would be dressed and equipped just like city militia except as noted below.

Their spear was of the longer variety.

See GMA plates G4 and H2 (Brabancon) for color examples.

Mercenary Crossbowmen (Bw / Cb): These were well equipped troops, such as from Gascony. They would be dressed and armored as for city militia except as detailed below.

Instead of spear would carry a crossbow (painted brown color with iron fittings). 

Yet to be Added:
Irish Kerns (Ps): 

Other Troops

Commanders/Generals: Unit commanders were often nothing more than just better equipped/dressed men of their unit. 'Battle' commanders (bachelor knights) and army commanders were knights and/or nobles and would likewise be well dressed and equipped for knights. Knightly command rank in the field was often shown by the use of standards and banners. Leaders in foot units would probably be better dressed/equipped compared to the others in their unit, but no other distinction.

Musicians/Banners/Standards: Knightly unit commanders (bachelor) would often carry a pennon on their lance to signify their rank as unit commander. This would hold the knights coat of arms, and be 2-3' in length. It might have from 1 to 3 tails. See AEC plates 3,  6, and 8, MEA  plate H5-6, and MMD plate 21 for examples. 'Battle' commanders (Banneret) would often carry a banner, long side against the pole (twice as long as is wide), and stiffened (see EMK plate D for examples). Late in the period one might see a more square shape to the banner. The banner would carry the knights coat of arms and represents the rally point of the 'battle' under his charge. Nobles,  the army commanders, would carry a standard, 6-12' long. (see SWW page 37, and MEA plates H1-3 for example shapes). During this era the standard was left in camp. 

The standard and banner would be carried by a well equipped and trusted squire or knight of the owning knight/nobles retinue.

Musicians (heralds) would be dressed in normal wear, and would probably be in the colors of his lord. Horn would be brass or silver in color. 

Some foot units might (?) carry some sort of flag in to battle. This perhaps is more likely with mercenary units, or troops from wealthy cities, and would be used to show the units presence on the battlefield..

Standard Wagon (WWg): Simon de Montfort used one during the Baronial War of 1265. I know of no source describing this wagon in any great detail.

Any wagon will do, painted in standard brown color (although other colors are possible). The standard should be 'outside' the wagon (as in the case of Montfort), probably held by a trusted bearer, but could also be represented 'in' the wagon in some fashion. A retinue of guards would be most appropriate, surrounding the wagon.

