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NOTE: This guide covers the armies of the various gallic and british tribes. It should be noted that the major difference between ancient british celts and other celts was that the british often painted themselves blue (a light blue) in various celtic designs. See plates D and F inn  GBC for example designs. This practice was more common among the picts and northern isle celts then the gauls in europe/spain.

Also note that there was no set uniform within units/formations; warriors dressed as they pleased, limited only by their social position/wealth. However, some units in the army could have its members all share the same color or design (on shields or clothes) to represent a clan family, or followers of a particular leader/chief, who are fighting together as a single formation.

Sources

AMPW - "Armies of the Macedonian and Punic Wars"

AEIR - "The Armies and Enemies of Imperial Rome".

ACW - "Armies of the Carthaginian Wars" (Osprey MAA #121)

GBC - "Rome's Enemies 2: Gallic and British Celts" (Osprey MAA #158) 

=============================================

Cavalry

Cavalry/Nobles (Cv): Long swords hung from a leather or iron sheath (perhaps with ornate bronze/iron fittings) on the waist by chain or leather belt, oval/round shield, and perhaps with one or two spears and/or javelins as well.  The shield would have an iron/bronze boss plate at its front center. Might wear a sleeveless mail tunic. Mail was not as common as helmets in the celtic armies. The shield was often red or blue, although other colors were known, such as dark green, and would have painted designs on its face (in yellow, red, or black or other contrasting colors). See plate 130 of AMPW for sample designs. Shield backs would be unpainted wood. Most wore pants and long sleeved tunic. The pants might extend only to just below the knees, or all the way to the ankle where they would be tied with leather strings. Pants might be baggy or tight. Might also wear a cloak (sometimes hooded). All clothing  was of un-dyed wool (various shades of brown, tan), could be checkered, or striped, and often brightly colored:  purple, scarlet, brown, yellow, and blue were common cloth colors. Hair might be stiffened with lime (white streaks through hair simulate this) to make it stand up. Long flowing mustaches were common, and a few might also have a short beard. Hair colors were often blonde, or red, and browns. Footwear would be brown leather shoes, if worn at all. Bronze, gold, silver torc and armlets would often be worn as well. Many wear a bronze or iron  helmet of various designs (including captured ones), perhaps with a hair/feather crest (black or white most common) or bronze/iron wings or horns. Saddle cloth would be in brown cloth colors, and harness/bridle, would be brown leather; same goes for the riders belts/straps, etc.

Infantry
Warriors (Wb): Long swords hung from a leather or iron sheath (perhaps with ornate bronze/iron fittings) on the waist by chain or leather belt, oval/rectangle, or 'coffin-like' scutum shield, and perhaps with one or two spears and/or javelins as well.  The shield would have an iron/bronze boss plate at its front center. The shield was often red or blue, although other colors were known, such as dark green, and would have painted designs on its face (in yellow, red, or black or other contrasting colors). See plate 130 of AMPW for sample designs. Shield backs would be unpainted wood. Prior to about 360 BC most warriors fought naked or with very little if any armor or clothing. Mostly the galtians and gaisatai tribes kept up the practice of fighting naked for some time in to the 3rd C. After this date most would be bare-chested, and with pants. Some might have pants and a long sleeved tunic. The pants might extend only to just below the knees, or all the way to the ankle where they would be tied with leather strings. Pants might be baggy or tight. Might also wear a cloak (sometimes hooded). All clothing  was of un-dyed wool (various shades of brown or tan), could be checkered, or striped, and some may be brightly colored:  purple, scarlet, brown, yellow, and blue were common cloth colors (this practice being more common among wealthy or noble warriors). Hair might be stiffened with lime (white streaks through hair simulate this) to make it stand up. Long flowing mustaches were common, and a few might also have a short beard. Hair colors were often blonde, or red, and browns. Footwear would be brown leather shoes, if worn at all. Bronze, gold, silver torc and armlets would often be worn as well. Might wear a bronze or iron  helmet of various designs (including captured ones), perhaps with a hair/feather crest (black or white most common).  Wealthy/noble warriors would be armed as other warriors but would be dressed as for cavalry above (ie, with mail shirt perhaps).

Javelinmen (Ps): As for normal warriors in all respects except fought only with javelins and sword. They would not wear any armor / helmets, being younger/light troops.

Archers/Slingers (Ps): As for normal warriors in all respects except replaced spear and/or javelins with either a leather sling (with a leather ammo pouch on their waist), or,  in the case of archers, a bow (a less common missile weapon). The archer would normally have a leather case on his waist to hold spare arrows. Slingers might also carry a small round shield (no boss) with painted designs on the front face same color and designs as normal warrior shields). Other small shield types are possible. Did not wear armor / helmets.

Other
Musicians/Banners: A bronze or silver cock or boar head were most common standards. These were placed on top a wooden staff and carried on foot (for warriors on foot) or mounted (for cavalry formations). These staves often had an iron or bronze butt-spike as well. Musicians used bronze horns, often with the bell end in the shape of an animal head and in bronze. The remainder of the horn might be wood (with bronze / iron fittings) or all bronze metal like the bell.

Chariots (Cv): The driver would be unarmed and dressed as a normal warrior, probably with no armor, shield, or helmet even. The warrior would be just like any other warrior or noble. The chariot body could be left natural brown or wicker colors or (most likely) painted up in the common bright colors and designs common amongst the celts: red, white, blue, dark green, scarlet, brown, yellow, and purple. The harness and other horse fittings would be brown leather or tan in color. See plate D in GBC.

